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h G$ishm, Executive Uirectsr 
de *I~ce 008rd 
th Ytre8t. M ,W. 

W rahingtwi, U.C. 

In the etetewnt of Loftur E, Backer, Alternate Reprerentatfve of 
the tinfted State8 to the United #rtions Ad Woe  Csrrsitter on the 
PelCefUl, U8.8 of Gutex S&ma?, 
rrfre in the Ex 

concemfn$ *Leg81 Problem which wry 

United Nation8 %  
loratim of Gutex 

“0 
8CQ” (see U.S. M iorifon to the 

x+88 Re1Q8,Q No, 31 9, 
following strtementr 

*y 7, 19391, I find the 

The  question of ~Ql8tiuna with extraderre8trial &if+, 
if di,covered, rhould hove 8 low priority 8t this time . 
VI. Thfli then 48 the UfftGt8& thknking of my Govemmnt...” 

I c8n only interpret thfr 8trtewnt aa direttly contx8ry to the 
f0sI881 letion Of I-, which p.lr8tieS 8XtZ8-tiZxertri81 CQ~taB3;;ftfon 
Vary flQ8Z  the top @ f the RQQdIfbr. inteZV%8tiof#81 

T  
event. 

history of CETEX, 8nd the GSB’r euqhrri8 on the e fe,ctr of contaad- 
nation thmugh the LederbeyJ Comittee, h ighlight the bfqportaneo 
that clcience placer on this wbject. 

I G8n only hope that Beckes*a rfrtesent ~88 rrrde in comp&eto i noronce 
of the h igh prforit 
p18C.s On  CQi’btrol 0  T 

on intem8tional rgreewnt science genera ly f 
the interrction between temertrial and extra- 

texxertria1 life. 

Jvould you initiete inqufrier among there rerpcmrible for this 
statement, concern@ the zewma underlyfng the fomation of this 
poePtEon3 Perhaps 8 rlthex thoro h and 8uthoritative brirrffng of 
the compelling re8aons for high pr ority “f in thir mattex can b;fing a 
prolppt rnd reasonable changa of this position. 

Sine arely yours (I 

L. V, Bexknex 
chrimm 

P.S. Quite frankly, I ferr the 18wy8rs of e ither PJASA or State 



&t. Hugh tddioh8W 
P1ge Two 
17 AUQuSt 1999 

h8ve put their: collective foot in their mouth through failurcl to’ 
study the rcimtif ic 

‘s: easy but 8wkw8zd @@out? 
lb8tiuna of their porition, Thexe is an 
y contmdfng that the St8tQlasQfbt X@fer@ t0 

the higher fomar of lbfe, thoq$h it is doubtful thrt &any knowledge- 
able petSOn woul$ 8CGept such 8n 888utrptiQfL 
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VP 

stline 
ederberg 

Urily 
bS@i 

signed in Dr. Buknes~o 8b88pCe 


